








co 
i ) 
adie! 


Electr 





























a“ 


s HOW: An in- 







Wreg Ing, 
genious application of G-E Ng ote the ‘i , lan ks foo, fop Aue (up ne Per, t; 
alrod heating units to the forming Ce, ee ang 8Qe "€Sce, 0 Dp On 
equipment for shaping the clay has Wey Wire the, Per a t Rhy. cr Cen 
eliminated the sticking of clay par- t 13 fo, x Wap a} Ng In o) In 
ticles, which formerly delayed - “allay the 
ns) 
“Tiayy 
“2Bing b 
Car. 


OUr alia 


HERE’S HOW: Improveme 


in G-E a-c arc-welding elect 

and control help make possible 

use of electrodes of larger diam 

to increase materially the rate of m 

deposition. By using 1/4-in. electrodes: 

7 than 3/16-in., for example, the depositions 
is increased 50 per cent. 







| ti 


ds 


sroveme 

electro 
ossible 
r diame 
> of m 
‘odes rat 
position f 

































































































































































Volume 118, Number 9 


Electrical World 


August 29, 1942 





Power Expansion Program 
Cut in WPB Order 


Curtailment of private and public projects involves 4,100,000 kw. of 
steam and hydro units — Projects left on approved list for comple- 
tion total 5,500,000 kw. — List of affected projects summarized 


The War Production Board on Aug. 
22 formally announced details of the 
curtailed power expansion program 
(ELtecrricaAL Wor tp, July 25, 1942, page 
75) and made public the list of public 
and private projects which have been 
halted or suspended in whole or in 
part. 

Approved projects for installation 
during the last half of this year, in 
1943 and early in 1944, WPB reported, 
total 5,500,000 kw. of new capacity, 
which, with existing installations, the 
release states, are “designed to assure 
supply for war and indirect war pro- 
duction as now planned with a small 
margin of capacity to provide for pos- 
sible additional war production not in- 
cluded in the munitions program as 
now projected.” This figure of 5,500.- 
000 kw. is slightly higher (by 200,000 
kw.) than was originally projected in 
July and provision has been made for 
still further small inereases by holding 
355,000 kw. of projects scheduled for 
1943 and 1944 installation in suspense 
for the time being and by permitting 
additional work not requiring priorities 
materials to continue on a number of 
federal dams, 


“Kitty” for Emergency 


These suspended projects and_ the 
government dams for which no genera- 
tors are now contemplated give the 
WPB power division a “kitty” from 
which to draw if subsequent events dis- 
close a need for additional generating 
Capacity in some areas. Otherwise, the 


5,500,000 kw. expansion is intended to 
last for the duration. 

WPB’s readjustment in the power 
program, undertaken as a result of the 
policy of halting, in so far as possible, 
all construction which cannot be fin- 
ished by next summer, involved cancel- 
ing, suspending or refusing priorities 
for 4,100,000 kw. of hydro and steam 
units which private companies and 
public agencies had on order for in- 
stallation through 1945. This reduction 
in the program, WPB stated, “substan- 
tially enhances the probability of wide- 
spread curtailment in the use of elec- 
tricity for civilian purposes. especially 
during 1943 and thereafter.” 


Civilian Sacrifices Anticipated 


The release adds: 

“It was explained that the necessity 
for diverting critical materials and 
equipment to the direct war program 
makes it impossible to carry out a util- 
ity expansion program that would pre- 
serve the standards of reliability of serv- 
ice observed in peacetimes, that civilian 
inconvenience and sacrifice must be ex- 
pected, particularly during periods of 
drought or other adverse weather con- 
ditions, or in the event of serious acci- 
dents affecting utility systems. or in 
case of unexpected large increases in 
power requirements for war produc- 
tion.” 

While the list of stopped projects was 
released, WPB withheld the list of 
projects which have been approved, al- 


though more than a week before the 
program was officially announced the 
Department ef Interior released the list 
of Bureau of Reclamation projects 
which have been continued in the ex- 
pansion program (ELectricaL Wor -p, 
August 18, 1942, page 3). This partial 
list of the approved projects was re- 
leased with the approval of the Office 
of War Information. 


Listing of Halted Projects 


The projects dropped in the curtail- 
ment move are listed by WPB as fol- 
lows: 


Company Plant 


Albuquerque Gas & Elec. 
Albuquerque, N. M. 


Austin, City of Austin, Minn. 


Bellefontaine, City of Bellefontaine, O. 


Benton, City of Benton, Ark. 
Berea, City of Berea, O. 
Boston Edison Co Mystic No. 2 
Central Illinois Elec. & Gas Rockford 
Central Illinois P. S Meredosia 
Central Main Power Co Wicasset 


Clarksdale. City of Clarksdale, Miss. 
Colorado Springs, City of 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Columbus & Southern Ohio 
Picway 
Commonwealth Edison 


-Walnut St. 
Fisk No. 18 


Conn. Light & Power Devon 
Consolidated Edison Hell Gate 
Consumers Power. . Weadock 


Dallas Power & Light 
Dayton Power & Light 
Des Moines Elec. Light 


Ephrata, Borough of 


Mountain Creek 
Millers Ford 


Des Moines 
Ephrata, Pa. 


Fairmont, Minn. 
Gilmer, Tex. 
Flora, Ill. 

St. Petersburg 
Ft. Dodge, Ia. 


Glendale 
Pensacola 
Gunnison, Col. 


Hinsdale, Ill. 


Fairmont, City of 
Farmers Elec. Gen. Corp 
Flora, City of 

Florida Power Corp 

Ft. Dodge Gas & Elec 


Glendale, City of 
Gulf Power 
Gunnison, Town of 


Hinsdale, Village of 


Illinois-lowa Power .. Peoria 
Illinois Northern Utilities Dixon 
Iowa Elec. Light & Power Marshalltown 
Iowa Elec. Light & Power Boone 


Sheldon, Ia, 


Raritan River 


Iowa Public Service 
Jersey Central P & L 
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SAWDUST MOUNTAIN IN LIMELIGHT—With the shortage of fuel oil complicating the 
power supply in the Northwest. Mt. Osborne, the pile of sawmill waste accumulated 
near Portland General Electric's main power plant, Station L in Portland, is destined 


to be a key factor in averting a power shortage. 


P.G.E. has aggressively gone into 


the hog-fuel market and during the spring and early summer months the fuel has been 
added to the reserve pile. The mountain is named after P.G.E.’s general superintendent, 
C. P. Osborne 


Jones Onslow Elec. Membership 
Jacksonville, N. C. 


Kansas City. Kansas Quindaro 
Kansas City P & I Grand Ave. 
Kentucky Utilities Tyrone 
Los Angeles, City of Harbor 


Broad St. 


Marshfield, Wis. 
Middletown, Pa. 
Hattiesburg 
Monroe, La. 
Somerset 

Murray City, Utah 


Lynn Gas & Electric 


Marshfield. City of 
Metropolitan Edison 
Mississippi Power 
Monroe, City of 
Montaup Electric 
Murray City 


Narragansett Electric Westerly 
New Hampshire Gas & Elec Portsmouth 
New Jersey Power & Light Gilbert 


Northwestern Public Service 
Aberdeen, S. D. 


Ohio Edison Toronto, O. 
Ohio Power Co Tidd 
Ohio River Power Dilles Bottom 
Pacific Gas & Electric Midway 


(Indefinite) 
Williamsport 
Southwark 


Pacific Gas & Electric 
Pennsylvania Power & Light 
Philadelphia Electric 
Potomac Electric Power 
Buzzard Point No. 6 
Princeton, City of Princeton, Ill. 
Produce Terminal Corp Chicago, Ill. 
Public Service of Indiana Edwardsport 
Public Service of New Hampshire 
Manchester 


Tulsa 


Reading, O. 
Richmond, Ind. 


Public Service of Oklahoma 
Reading, City of 
Richmond, City of 


Station B 
Silver Gate 


San Antonio Public Service 
San Diego Gas & Electric 
Southern Indiana Gas & Elec. 
Ohio River Station 
Southern Indiana Power Rushville. Ind. 
Springfield Gas & Electric 
Springfield, Mo. 
Caddo Lake 
] ake Road 


Southwestern Gas & Elec 
St. Joseph Ry.. Lt. & Pr 
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Tacoma, City of 


Alder No. 1, No. 2 
W. Jackson St. 
Tarentum, Pa. 


Tampa Electric 

Tarentum, Borough of 

Traverse City, City of 
Traverse City, Mich. 


Union Electric. Venice No. 2, Unit No. 4 
United Illuminating Co Steel Point 
Norfolk 


Virginia Electric & Power 


Windom, City of 
Wisc onsin Hydro 


Windom, Minn. 
Electric 

Clear Lake. Wis. 

Wisconsin Power & Light Beloit 


Government Projects Proceeding 


on Low Priorities or Unrated 


igency Plant Location 


Pennessee Witte Tek, 15226. cnccccck +c 
Valley Watts Bar No. 4 (steam)....Tenn. 
A errr: 
Ft. Loudon Nos. 3, 4.......... Tenn. 
Guntersville No. 4..........-....Ala. 
Chickamauga No. 4............ Tenn. 
a) Tenn 
Wee Tet: 5; Be civic csiwswas Ala. 
South Holston Nos. 1, 2....... Tenn 
EN COMIN 055 nxn ssn cxwacme's Ala. 
Fontana No. 3...... No. Car 
Kentucky Nos. 3, 4, Kentucky 
u Ss, DOOD oo cKRsAweesco i cness W.Va 
Engineers Markbnes: Party 5654 sic ccncces Okla 
Wolf Creek aa ....Kentucky 
RM CNR o KdV esnecacsxseanan Tenn. 
Allatoona ....... 5 .. Georgia 
Norfolk No. 2.... ... Arkansas 
Fort Peck No. 2 ...Montana 
Fort Gibson..... oocecQla. 
Denison No. 2... Tex.-Okla. 
U.S. Bureau Colorado-Big Thompson....Colorado 
of Reclamation Anderson Ranch..............Idaho 
TEMG TR. Bis.0.b:0 500.2 ceeds eon 
Davis Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5....Ariz.-Nev. 
Fed. Works Pensacola pa hie eke a aclae ach Okla 
Agency eee ee No. Car 
Bonneville Grand Coulee Nos. 7, 8, 9....Wash 


Adm. 


Numbers designate generator units in hydro-elec- 


tric developments.) 
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OPA Revises Service 
Price Ceilings 


A revised federal price regulation 
covering 61 major groups of services, 
including the repair, maintenance or 
rental of small or portable electrical 
appliances commonly used in homes, 
hospitals, hotels, institutions, offices, 
retail establishments or schools, 
been put into effect by OPA. 

Identified as Regulation No. 165, the 
price ceiling applies to all levels of 
service, including wholesale services 
and commercial and_ industrial cus- 
tomers as well as retail consumers. 

The basic principle of establishing 
ceiling prices at the highest levels of last 
March remain unchanged by the or- 
der, but numerous alterations have 
been written in to attempt to simplify 
and standardize the procedure. Repair 
or rental shops may use either a rate 
or pricing method, the latter being de- 
fined as a formula by which the seller 
figures his price for any 
whether the formula is disclosed to 
the customer or is merely the seller's 
device for figuring cost of labor and 
materials. 

For instance, a repair shop which 
charged $2 an hour plus cost of ma- 
terials for repairing an electrical ap- 
pliance in March may continue to 
charge $2 an hour plus the March 
price for materials under the regula- 
tion. If a standard rate was charged 
for a service in March—for instance 
$2 for a maintenance check of a cus- 
tomer’s appliance—this is established 
as the ceiling for that service now. 

Where a particular service was not 
rendered in March, the ceiling is fixed 
at the March, offering price, for a 
similar service if there was no offer- 
ing price. for the offering price of a 
similar service if there was no similar 
service performed, and for the price 
charged of the offering price of the 
most closely competitive customer if 
none of the previous tests apply. 


has 


service, 


Seattle Steam Plant 
Reopening Impends 


Seattle City Light Department has 
requested an appropriation of $350,000 
for “fuel oil and $2.500 for miscellane- 
ous improvements” to permit reopening 
of the Lake Washington steam plant. 
Isaac Comeaux,. chief city accountant 


and financial adviser to City Ligh! said 

. . } , 
the department's load had increased by 
100 percent. that revenues this yea! 


ross, 


would run to nine million dollar: 


and that there has been “such a heavy 
drag on water storage at Skag't a 
steam plant operations were indicated. 
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Death Sentence to Be 


Enforced by SEC 


War emergency emphasizes need for sound utility financing, Com- 


missioner Healy tells American Bar Association; cites orders, 


and appeals from commission rulings 


A policy of strict enforcement of the 
“death sentence” provisions of the Pub- 
lic Utility Holding Company Act, re- 
gardless of the war or of uncertainties 
in the tax s#tuation, will be pursued by 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion, Robert E. Healy, SEC commis- 
sioner. told the public utility law section 
of the American Bar Association, meet- 
ing in annual convention in Detroit last 
week. Judge Healy prefaced his remarks 
with a statement emphasizing that he 
was speaking as a reporter for the sec- 
tion of A.B.A. which he heads, rather 
than in his official] capacity as a com- 
missioner. 


Cites Orders Handed Down 


In the administration of Section 
ll(b) Judge Healy said the commission 
had handed down orders with respect to 
the North American Co. under Section 
ll (b) (1) and Commonwealth & 
Southern under Section 11 (b) (2). 
“Proceedings with respect to most other 
holding company systems are progress- 
ing,” he added, “and a greater number 
of final orders may be expected next 
year.” 

During the next year, also, he said, 
the courts will have an opportunity to 
pass on the validity of the “death sen- 
tence” provision. Appeals are now pend- 
ing, he pointed out, from SEC orders 
under Section 11 (b) involving the 
United Gas Improvement Corp., the 
North American and the Columbia Gas 
& Electric holding company systems. 
Further appeals are yet to be heard 
from the commission’s orders under See- 
tion 11 (b) (2) involving Common- 
wealth & Southern and the Middle West 
Corp. Another appeal from a commis- 
sion order worth watching, Judge Healy 
said. involves the Federal Water Serv- 
ice Co., where the Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia set aside a 
decision of the commission prohibiting 
“insiders,” who had purchased their 
holdings at depressed prices during a 
period when reorganization was being 
discussed, from sharing equally with the 
public in preferred stock exchanges in 
a recapitalization under the act. A 
petition for certiorari has been filed 
and the commissioner said it is hoped 
that a final ruling on “insiders’ partici- 
pations” will be made by the Supreme 


Court. 


Stating that strict enforcement of 





the act would be insisted upon, Judge 
Healy said that unsound utility financ- 
ing in wartime is even worse than in 
normal times. The commission takes 
the view. he explained, that wartime 
exigencies may well increase the pres- 
sure upon the holding company man- 
agements to come to grips with the 
serious problems of putting the operat- 
ing companies in shape to finance new 
construction requirements promptly, by 





Harris & Ewing 


Judge Robert E. Healy 


means that will permit flexible adjust- 
ment to post-war conditions. 

“In many circumstances,” he said. 
that will undoubtedly involve taking 
substantial steps in compliance with the 
provisions of Section 11. The commis- 
sion states that it is not only willing, 
but deems in its duty, to assist far- 
sighted managements in straightening 
out the financial structures of their sys- 
tems.” 

Judge Healy was the second SEC 
commissioner to stress the strict en- 
forcement of the “death sentence.” Last 
May Edmund Burke, Jr., made a similar 
statement before the National Associa- 
tion of Mutual Savings Banks (ELeEc- 
TRICAL Wortp, May 16, page 61). 


Ark-La Line Energized ; 


Power to the government’s new alumi- 
num plant at Lake Catherine, Ark., was 
turned on Aug. 21, the Department of 
Agriculture announced, over the 195- 
mile line of the Ark-La Electric Co- 
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operative from Grand River Dam in 
Oklahoma. The Ark-La line, built by an 
association of Arkansas and Louisiana 
electric cooperatives, was financed and 
supervised by the REA under approvals 
of WPB, FPC and the Defense Plant 
Corp. as a necessary service for produc- 
tion of essential war materials, the an- 
nouncement said. 

“When the aluminum plant began 
operation,” REA administrator Harry 
Slattery commented, “Arkansas bauxite 
was reduced to aluminum in Arkansas 
for the first time in the history of the 
state.” 


Western Bay State 
Merger Discussed 


Simplification of utility organization 
in the middle Connecticut Valley of 
New England awaits decision of the 
Federal Power Commission, which has 
taken under advisement a petition of 
the Western Massachusetts Electric, 
Turners Falls Power & Electric, Pitts- 
field Electric and United Electric Light 
(Springfield) companies for authority 
to merge these into the first-named 
corporation. The Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities has approved 
the combination and extended hearings 
were held early this month at Wash- 
ington before the federal body. 

Howard W. Brown, counsel for the 
Western Massachusetts utilities, intro- 
duced testimony by executives and 
engineers of these properties to the 
effect that the merger is in the public 
interest, that it will eliminate many 
quadruple reports and returns, do 
away with intercompany billings and 
contracts, save time in administration 
and facilitate financing. It was pointed 
out by President Fred C. Abercrombie 
that the 1941 financing under which the 
Western Massachusetts Companies (the 
holding organization) borrowed $15,- 
000.000 at 2.7 percent could have been 
done at 2.45 percent had there been a 
single corporate utility. It is the in- 
tention to eliminate the holding com- 
pany in due course, but the original 
objective of establishing a firm tie be- 
tween the properties and retaining cen- 
tralized control through the Western 
Massachusetts set-up would be lost if 
the stocks of the subsidiaries should 
be distributed to the present holding 
company security holders, and thus 
exposed to scattering in the market. 

The city of Springfield opposed the 
merger on various grounds, contending 
that customers of the United company 
would have to share the economic costs 
of outside operations tending to hold 
back rate reductions in the urban area. 
An attempt was made to discount the 
value of the United company’s 44,000- 
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kw. steam plant on State Street. 
Springfield, but J. P. McKearin, chief 
engineer of the system, demonstrated 
its importance as a relay during peaks 
and under low water conditions at the 
interconnected hydro stations of New 
England and eastern New York. It was 
also shown that State Street is a vital 
distribution center regardless of gen- 
erating conditions. In like manner the 
reserve steam plants at Chicopee 
(Hampden, 30,000 kw. installed) and 
Pittsfield (5,000 kw.) are useful. In- 
terconnections with New England 
Power, New York State and Connecti- 
cut are of major value in operation. 
It was also brought out that after 
analysis of conditions the Western 
Massachusetts utilities decided to ne- 
gotiate for 20,000 kw. of firm power 
from the-Connecticut Power Co., in re- 
lation to the installation of a 45,000- 
kw. steam unit at the South Meadow 
station in Hartford, now in progress. 


Midland to Sell 
Railroad Subsidiary 


The trustees of Midland United Co. 
filed application with the SEC recently 
to make a capital contribution to the 
Indiana Railroad, its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary, aggregating $7,093,910, of 
which $6.223.600 is in the form of open 
account indebtedness of Indiana to Mid- 
land. Following that transaction, Indi- 
ana Railroad would be sold to the Wes- 
a non-affiliated company, for 

$200.000 in cash and three 
annual installments 


1, 1943. 


son Co., 
$650.000 
equal 
September 


beginning 








THIS WEEK'S NEWS BRIEFS 


CiarKE County (WasuH.) PUD 
signed its first contract with a private 
firm recently—the Air Reduction Sales 
Co.—to furnish power to its local plant 
on the Kaiser shipyard property. Com- 
tract calls for 1.500 kw. demand load. 


ENGINEMEN (STEAM-ELECTRIC) are 
needed to be in charge of heating, re- 
frigeration and ventilating systems in 
federal buildings in Washington, D. C., 
according to an announcement by the 
Civil Service Commission. Salaries 
range from $1,680 to $2,040 a year. 
There is no education requirements 
and no age limits. 


Tue Associate Press picked up a 
Berlin broadcast recently asserting that 
Japan faced an electric power short- 
age which necessitated additional shut- 
downs in industries not vital to the war. 
Midsummer drought was blamed for 
the shortage, Japanese industry being 
largely dependent on water power to 
run its plants. 


DuRING AN EVENING TEST BLACKOUT 
of 20 minutes covering the entire Bos- 
ton Edison area, except small districts 
around Concord, Walpole and Medway, 
the maximum load drop was 146,000 
kw., or 58 percent below normal load. 
The ultimate recovery after the all-clear 
at 9:28 p.m. was 20,000 kw. below nor- 
mal. The maximum system rate of load 
drop was 12.000 kw. per minute. The 
estimated loss of energy output was 
115.000 kw.-hr. between 7:30 and 
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NEW $150.000 WAR LABORATORY at Westinghouse East Springfield. Mass., plant 
cuts steel requirements 30 percent by using diagrid construction technique, made 
possible by electric arc welding. Experimental apparatus continues at work while 
new building framework rises around old laboratory. (Inset) Electric welding speeds 
erection of structure for war research 
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10:30 p.m. Maximum load drop rates 
per minute were 3,000 kw. at L Street 
station, 1,000 kw. per minute at Edgar 
station and 11,000 kw. per minute on 
the New England Power System ties, 
due to cutting down the heavy primary 
energy taking scheduled at the time. 


More THAN 2.600 General Electric 
men entered the armed forces of the 
United States in May and June, bring- 
ing the company-wide total to 7,653 by 
the end of June. it was announced by 
W. W. Trench. secretary. This brings 
the percentage of male employes of the 
company now in the armed forces to 
7.4 percent. with the men enlisting or 
being called into service at the rate of 
300 a week. 


Connecticut Licut & Power’s silver 
anniversary issue of its monthly bill 
insert, “Connecticut Light News.” was 
stepped up to eight pages in August 
to review briefly the utliity’s history 
and pledge its resources toward win- 
ning the war and serving its territory 
in years to come. More than two-thirds 
of the 1.900 employees have 


ten-vear 
service records: 


half of these have 15- 
year records or over, and 89 employees 
are in the country’s armed forces. 
About 71 percent of the total output 
sold to factories is now being consumed 
directly in war industry plants. In 
each district the “News” localized its 
appeal by featuring a picture of the 
oldest local employee and emphasizing 
local phases of the utility’s work as 
well as general matters. This involved 
a printing job of 41 changes and a to- 
tal cost of about 7.5 mills each for the 
235.000 copies of the folder to meet the 
requirements of electric, gas and com- 


bination territories, against about 5 
mills for the usual four-page. C. J. 
Allen, director of public relations, 


states that it was originally intended to 
issue a commemorative booklet, but a 
compromise was reached in the com- 
paratively inexpensive bill insert. 


Grand River Dam 
FWA Offices Moved 
Offices of the Federal Works Agency 


representatives now operating the 
Grand River Dam in_ northeastern 


Oklahoma, were moved from Vinita to 
Tulsa, it was announced 
recently by Douglas G. Wright. special 
FWA representative. The move. invol- 
ving transfer of 38 persons, 
on Washington orders. 


August 27, 


was made 
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Two Electric Bond & Share 


Units Ordered Dissolved 


American Power & Light Co. and Electric Power & Light Co., sub- 


holding units in system, must comply with “death sentence” 


provisions of Holding Company Act, SEC holds 


The Securities and Exchange Com. 
mission issued an order last week re- 
quiring the dissolution of two more 
of the major sub-holding companies of 
the Electric Bond & Share Co. system— 
American Power & Light Co. and Elec- 
tric Power & Light Co.—on the grounds 
that the two companies “never have 
performed any useful purpose.” Na- 
tional Power & Light Co., another Bond 
& Share sub-holding unit, is now taking 
steps to comply with a similar “death 
sentence” order. 

In issuing its order the commission 
rejected a contention that the filing of 
voluntary plans of reorganization. under 
Section 1l(e) of the Holding Com- 
pany Act, was a bar to the entry of the 
dissolution order, American Gas & Elec- 
tric, another major sub-holding unit, 
has filed a voluntary plan to comply 
with Section 11, while action by the 
commission in its over-all order, which 
included American & Foreign Power 
Co., the fifth of the sub-holding units in 
the group, has been dismissed without 
prejudice 


“Pyramid-Like Structure’ 


The commission described the Bond 
and Share system as a “pyramid-like 
structure of which Bond and Share it- 
self constitutes the apex, five sub-hold- 
ing companies create an intermediate 
tier and approximately 237 direct and 
indirect subsidiaries of the latter form 
the base.” The five sub-holding com- 
panies and their consolidated subsidi- 
aries have combined capitalization of 
$2.889,561,848 and aggregate consoli- 
dated book assets amounting to $3,434.- 
468.571. American and Electric, the 
commission said, were “no more than 
sets of books in Bond & Share’s office” 
and are “wholly unnecessary.” 

In its opinion, the SEC asserted that 
Bond & Share, by utilizing American 
and Electric as pyramiding devices, is 
able to control the two subsidiaries’ sys- 
tems with a disproportionately small in- 
vestment and thus voting power and 
security holders were “unfairly and in- 
equitably distributed.” Control of the 
two sub-holding companies is effected, 
the commission said, through Bond & 
Share ownership of securities which rep- 
resent an interest of only 3.42 percent 
oI the total capitalization of American 
Power & Light subsidiaries, and of only 
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8.27 percent of Electric Power & Light's 
capitalization. 

The two sub-holding companies 
ordered dissolved have combined con- 
solidated capitalizations of approxi- 
mately $1.347.000.000 and consolidated 
book assets of about $1,600,000,000. The 
subsidiaries of American operate in 
fourteen states and serve a population 
of 2.740.000. while subsidiaries of Elec- 


tric operate in eleven states and serve 
a population of 2,808,000. 
The commission pointed out that 


neither American nor Electric has been 
able to meet the full dividend require- 
ments on its preferred stocks in any 
year during the last ten years and they 
now have large accumulated arrearages 
of dividends, which, in the case of Amer- 
ican, total more than $35,000,000, and 
in the case of Electric $53,000,000. 
Steps to be taken by Electric Power 
& Light and American Power & Light 
as a result of the SEC order for their 
dissolution, will be considered by the 
boards of directors of the two com- 
panies. according to Joe H. Gill, presi- 
dent of Electric, and Howard L. Aller, 
president of American. The respondent 


companies had requested that the com- 
mission’s order contain a reservation 
that they might apply for a modification 
of the order if they should sever them- 
selves from the parent Electric Bond & 
Share Co., reduce their capital struc- 
tures to a single class of stock, and 
otherwise meet the standards of the act. 
The commission said it was unnecessary 
to set forth such a provision in the 
order as the Holding Company Act it- 
self makes provision for the revocation 
or modification of any order it the com- 
mission find that the conditions the 
order was based on do not exist. 


Tube Sheet 
Materials Curbed 


Use of less critical material in tub- 
ing and tube sheets for steam surface 
in land power generating 
equipment is ordered in Schedule Il 
of Limitation Order L-154, effective as 
of August 19. Schedule I of this order 
applied to water meters. 

The schedule 
sheets be 


condensers 


requires that tube 
made of without use 
of copper, copper base alloy, nickel 
or tin. Tubings must be made of Ad- 
miralty or Muntz metal instead of the 
more critical cupro-nickel alloy, cop- 
per-zinc-aluminum alloy and cannot be 
coated with tin. Estimates are that the 
change in specifications will save 50 
tons of nickel, 164 tons of copper and 
nine tons of aluminum annually. 

The order does not apply to marine 
condensers. 
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NEW JOB FOR OLD-TIMER—Because of a shortage of steel, girders which formed the 
CBI construction trestle on the downstream face of Grand Coulee Dam are being 
refabricated and used as roof supports in the second power house. 

thirty-nine, is 80 ft. long, 5 ft. high and weighs 17 tons 
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Government Indicts Cable 


Concerns on “Price Plot’ 


Nine companies named in Department of Justice action charging 
conspiracy on bids for Navy cable — Profits put at 35 to 
70 percent — Companies deny allegations 


Nine @orporations supplying special 
fire- and water-resistant cable to the 
Navy were indicted by a federal grand 


jury in Newark, N. J., last week, 
charged with “conspiring to make 
identical bids at unreasonably high 


prices.” According to Attorney-General 
Francis Biddle, who announced the in- 
dictments, the companies sold $55,000.- 
000 worth of the cable to the govern- 
ment since 1939 and made profits rang- 
ing from 35 to 70 percent. 

Defendants in the government’s action 
were the Rockbestos Products Corp.. 
owner of the Anderson patents for the 
manufacture of “AVC” cable; the Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Okonite Co.. Collyer 
Insulated Wire Co.. American Steel & 
Wire Co., General Cable Co., National 
Electrical Products Corp., Anaconda 
Wire & Cable Co. and Phelps Dodge 
Copper Products Corp. The latter eight 


companies are licensees under the 
patent. 
The indictment sets forth that the 


Rockbestos Products Corp.. owner of 
the patent, gave the Navy an _ unre- 
stricted license to use the cable in 1933 
and arrived at an understanding with 
the eight other companies. as manu- 
facturers under the patent, that their 
mutual agreement to sell at a uniform 
price to the public would not apply to 
the government’s calls for competitive 
bids. From that time forward, however, 
the indictment declares, the eight com- 
panies continued to receive copies of 
each bid prepared by Rockbestos and to 
copy out the figures identically and 
submit them as their own bids. 

The indictment was returned on Aug- 
ust 17, but not opened until August 24 
before Federal Judge Thomas FF. 
Meaney in Newark. It recited 20 sets 
of identical bids by the nine companies 
between August, 1939, and April, 1942. 
The offense charged is presented as a 
single count under Section 88, Title 
18, of the United States Code, carrying 
a penalty for each of the defendants of 
$10,000 or two years in prison, or both. 
Responsible officers of the indicted com- 
panies were named together with the 
companies. 


The Companies’ Position 


In advance of arraignment, state- 
ments were issued on behalf of the com- 
panies denying the allegation that they 
had broken the law. To the charge of 


8 (688) 


“unreasonably high prices,” they de- 
clared that the Attorney-General in- 
sisted on considering profits before cor- 
porate taxes were paid on them, but 
that even a 70 percent profit shrinks to 
514 percent when the government has 
taken away three-quarters of it in taxes. 
They pointed out that it was against 
the public policy to embark on such 
suits when they might interfere with the 
production of a vital war product—a 
policy announced by President Roose- 
velt. Despite vastly increased produc- 
tion, they said, profits had been shrink- 
ing steadily. In addition, the Navy was 
paying the same price as the public, 
they declared, and had always known 
how the pricing system worked without 
complaining. 

In a prepared statement the Rock- 
hestos Products Corp. said: “. . . this 
company offered to renegotiate all of its 
contracts with the Navy for 1942 and 
also for 1941 and 1940 so as to reduce 
any contract price which the Navy con- 
sidered excessive. Although production 
in those years has been increasing, the 
net profits after taxes have been on de- 
clining scale. Such profits amounted to 
12 percent of gross sales in 1940, 10 
percent of gross sales in 194] and, based 
on the first six months operation at tax 
rates expected to be effective this year, 
will amount to less than 5 percent in 
1942.” 

In its patent licensing system Rock- 
bestos said that all manufacturers under 
the patent were required to follow the 
price lead of the patent owner who had 
licensed them. It pointed out that the 
Navy was kept acquainted with the 
system and supplied with price books 
so that it might know it was paying no 
more than any one else. The identity 
of the Navy bids from the patent own- 
ers and licensees was evident at all 
times since 1933, the company said, yet 
“the Navy Department had never indi- 
cated any dissatisfaction with the prices 
bid by this company and its li- 


” 


censees ... 





Licensees Reply to Charges 


Dwight R. G. Palmer, president of 
General Cable, released a statement 
commenting on the complicated set-up 
under which a company was forced to 
operate with conflicting government 
agencies, On the price charges, he said: 

“The prices at which the government 


ELECTRICAL 








had been purchasing this cable since t)\e 
war are lower than in the years prior to 
the war. The government is and has been 
paying the same price for its purchases 
as private customers. With the knowl- 
edge that volume has an effect on profit, 
we have at all times evidenced a will- 
ingness to renegotiate any and all con- 
tracts with the government. Our com- 
pany has not had the courtesy of an 
investigation as to costs or as to profit 
margins. We regard this proceeding as 
an unwarranted slap at our company 
and the industry as a whole...” 

The General Electric Co. denied. in 
toto, charges that the company had 
sought to defraud, deceive or conspire 
against the United States Navy. “As 
early as 1940,” the company’s statement 
said, “General Electric announced to 
the public and to its stockholders that 
it had no intention of making unrea- 
sonable profits from the defense pro- 
gram—in fact, that it would accept even 
extraordinary risks on those projects 
deemed essential to the national welfare. 
In the last several months, pursuant to 
this policy, this company has saved the 
Navy and Army very — substantial 
amounts through voluntary price re- 
visions on all kinds of equipment .. . 
‘These voluntary reductions were insti- 
tuted before any Department of Justice 
investigations were begun . . .” 

Similar statements were forthcoming 
from the other defendants named in the 
government’s indictment. 


SEC Approves 
Tri-City Sale to K.-U. 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has approved the sale by Tri- 
City Utilities Co., a subsidiary of As- 
sociated Electric Co., of its electric fa- 
cilities in eight Kentucky counties to the 
Kentucky Utilities Co. in exchange for 
$175,870 in cash and K.-U. facilities in 
three Kentucky communities (ELEcTRI- 
caL Wortp, April 25, page 8; May 16. 
page 60). 

Tri-City is a liquidating company 
formed to facilitate the divestment by 
Associated Electric of its Kentucky in- 
terests. Properties to be sold by Tri- 
City already are interconnected with 
the K.-U. main electric system in its 
eastern division and are adjacent to its 
general service area. 

The acquisition by Tri-City of the 
K.-U. facilities, the SEC’s opinion said. 
is an “integral part of the disposition 
by Tri-City of a much larger amount of 
its physical properties.” The properties 
are small in extent, but are intercom 
nected with assets of Tri-City in the 
town of Frankfort, which the town cur 
rently is seeking to purchase from Tri 
City. 
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“Actual Cost” Rate 


Amendment Proposed 


A proposed amendment to Ohio’s state 
constitution, requiring that rates be 
fixed on the “actual money prudent in- 
vestment” principle, rather than the re- 
production cost theory, has been drafted 
by Cleveland’s city law department, it 
was disclosed recently upon completion 
of a City Council report. The draft of 
the proposed amendment, prepared by 
Thomas A. Burke, Jr., law director, and 
Spencer W. Reeder, in charge of utility 
rate litigation, is the outgrowth of an 
FPC order to the Hope Natural Gas Co. 
of West Virginia requiring it to reduce 
by about $2,815,000 a year its whole- 
sale rate to the East Ohio Gas Co., 
which gets 77 percent of its supply from 
Hope. The FPC decision asserted that 
“bona fide investment figures now be- 
come all important in the regulation of 
rates.” despite attempts “to make the 
reproduction cost process survive in the 
determination of actual cost of. or in- 
vestment in plant.” 

To put the proposed amendment on 
the ballot by petition, it would be neces- 
sary to obtain signatures from 10 per- 
cent of the Ohio electorate, with at least 
one-half of the state’s 88 counties each 
supplying the signatures of 5 percent 
of its electorate. 

Draft of the proposed amendment 
reads as follows: 

“Neither the Public Utilities Com- 
mission of Ohio, nor any other adminis- 
trative board or commission created by 
the General Assembly for the regulation 
of public utilities, shall ever employ 
the reproduction cost method for public 
utility rate making, or testing the 
reasonableness of public utility rates 
fixed by municipal ordinance. The Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission of Ohio . . 
shall always employ the actual money 
prudent investment method ... The 
rate base under said actual money pru- 
dent investment method . . . shall be 
the actual legitimate cost of the prop- 

erty, less depreciation, plus working 
capital.” 


New 110,000-Volt Line 
Started in Georgia 


Construction began recently on a new 
110,000-volt transmission line from Vi- 
dalia to Plant Arco at Brunswick by 
the Georgia Power Co. It will be about 
100 miles long and is scheduled for 
completion around November 1. When 
the line is finished, Brunswick, for the 
first time, will be connected with the 
general company transmission system. 
Heretofore, the Brunswick district has 
been completely dependent on_ local 
generation for its power. 








MOBILE SUBSTATION UNIT—Indianapolis Power & Light Co. is using a mobile sub- 
station (G.E.) to maintain service in emergencies. Installation is a matter of parking 
and grounding the unit, elevating the disconnecting switch structure and running con- 


ductors to the high- and low-voltage lines. 


The unit steps down current from 33,000 


to 4,330 volts and is mounted on a trailer which can be towed from place to place 





Although the line itself will be new. 
much of the equipment and materials 
used in building it will not be. In or- 
der to be as economical as possible in 
the use of materials needed in the war 
program, company engineers have ar- 
ranged to construct the line largely from 
materials already on hand in company 
properties. 

The special composite type of con- 
ductors now serving as overhead ground 
wires on some of the old lines will be 
removed and used as power conductor- 
on the new line. 


Florida Power 
Pool Organized 


Officials of Florida public utilities 
met recently at Orlando to organize a 
central power pool to utilize the maxi- 
mum power resources of the state. C. 
W. Mayott of the power branch. mate- 
rials division, WPB, presided at the 
meeting and expressed the desire of 
the government agency to have util- 
ities coordinate their facilities as 
closely as possible. 

The group selected C. B. McCartney 
of St. Petersburg as its technical ad- 
viser and coordinator. The committee 
is composed of McGregor Smith, 
Miami, chairman; M. H. Brown, Or- 
lando Utilities Commission; George 
Pierce, Jacksonville; Barry Mobley, 
Gainesville; L. C. Parks, Pensacola; 
Charles Larsen, Lakeland; A. W. Hig- 
gins, St. Petersburg. and Frank Gan- 
non, Tampa. 
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Canadian Power 
Curtailment Postponed 


No move will be made to curtail “or 
otherwise control” electrical power 
available to Canadian pulp and paper 
industries for at least a month or so, it 
was indicated in informed circles. Offi- 
cials of the Department of Munitions 
and Supply said previously that action 
to turn off the power from the Ontario 
Paper Co.. Ltd., newsprint source of the 
Chicago Tribune and the New York 
Daily News. would probably be taken 
at an early date. 

A delegation of pulp and paper inter- 
ests presented briefs protesting any pro- 
posed policy of power diversion without 
full investigation and urging that power 
to “luxury industries” be restricted first. 
Elliot M. Little. director of National 
Selective Service, informed delegates 
that an advisory committee has been 
formed to study dislocation which might 
result if the paper mills were restricted, 
and this fact alone was taken to indicate 
that any restrictive action probably will 
be a matter of some weeks. 

Official warnings have been issued 
repeatedly in recent weeks that the 
power shortage is critical and that some 
method must be found to insure an 
adequate supply for war plants, parti- 
cularly for electro-metallurgical fac- 
tories, which are large users of power 
in the area. 

It is understood the advisory com- 
mittee, working in cooperation with 
Power Controller H. J. Symington, K.C., 
will decide how such action can be 
taken. 
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Two New Electrical 
Code Amendments 


A war emergency, tentative interim 
amendment to the National Electrical 
Code, concerning the rating of snap 
switches (No. 57) and overcurrent pro- 
tection (No. 59) has been approved by 
the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, according to Alvah C. Small, chair- 
man of the Electrical Committee. 

Section 3814 of the 1940 edition (page 
132) of the code is revised to read as 
follows: 

3814, Rating of Snap Switches: 

(a) For non-inductive loads other than 
tungsten-filament lamps, switches shall 
have ampere rating not less than ampere 
rating of the load. 

(b) For tungsten-filament lamp loads, 
and for combined tungsten-filament and 
non-inductive loads, switches shall be “T” 
rated, except where the three following 
qualifications are satisfied. 

(1) If switches are used in branch cir- 
cuit wiring systems in private homes; in 
rooms in multiple-occupancy dwellings 
used only as living quarters by tenants; in 
private hospital or hotel rooms; or in 
similar locations but not in public rooms 
or places of assembly; and 

(2) Only when such a switch controls 
permanently connected fixtures or lighting 
outlets in one room only or in one con- 
tinuous hallway where the lighting fix- 
tures may be located at different levels or 
on porches or in attics or basement not 
used for assembly purposes; and 

(3) When the switch is rated at not less 
than 10 amp., 125 volts; 5 amp., 250 volts; 
or for the 4-way types, 5 amp., 125 volts; 
2 amp., 250 volts. 

(c) Switches controlling inductive loads 
shall have an ampere rating twice the am- 
pere rating of the load unless they are of 
a type approved as part of an assembly 
or for the purpose intended. 

For switches on signs and gas-tube light- 
ing, see Section 6005. 

For switches controlling motors, see Sec- 


tion 4383. 


On overcurrent protection, Section 
3882 of Article 384 (page 135) should 
be revised so that it will read: 

3882. Overcurrent Protection. A panel- 
board supplied by conductors having over- 
current protection greater than 200 amp. 
shall be protected on the supply side by 
overcurrent devices having a rating not 
greater than that of the panelboard. Snap 
switches rated at 30 amp. or less and em- 
ployed in panelboards shall have overcur- 
rent protection not in excess of 200 amp. 


California Utility 
Holdings Assessed 


Property owned by California public 
utility companies reached an all-time 
high in 1942, with total assessments 
of $1.095,181,660—an increase of 
nearly $60,000,000, or 5.79 percent, over 
1941, according to the state Board of 
Equalization’s recent report. The total 
included tangible property amounting 
to $1,006,632,950 and intangible prop- 
erty of $88,548,710. 
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Gas and electric companies led the 
list of 243 tax-paying groups with tan- 
gible property amounting to $541,271,- 
120. Railroad companies were second 
and telephone and telegraph companies 
third. 





MEETINGS 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Business De- 
velopment and Administrative Services Sec- 
tions, Californian Hotel, Fresno, Calif., Octo- 
ber 22-23. 


Previously Listed 


National Electrical Contractors Association—An- 
nual convention, Bigwin Inn, Lake of Bays, On- 
tario, August 3l-September 5. L. W. Davis, 
general manager, 420 Lexington Ave., New 
York, N. Y 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Pacific 
Coast convention, Hotel Vancouver, Vancouver, 
B. C.. September 9-11. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 

Pennsylvania Electric Association—Annual_ meet- 
ing Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa., 
September I!. A. B. Millar, managing director, 
State Street Bldg., Harrisburg, Pa. 

Municipal Electric Utilities Association of New 
York State—Annua!l conference, Lake Placid, 
N. Y.. September 16-18. H. E. Pearsall, secre- 
tary, 17 Whaley St., Freeport, N. Y. 

international Association of Electrical Leagues— 
Annual! conference, Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, 
Ohio, September 17-19. O. C. Small, secretary, 
155 East 44th St.. New York, N. Y. 

International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Northwestern Section, Portland Hotel, Port- 
land. Ore., September 17-18, F. D. Weber, sec- 
cretary, P. O, Box 70, Portland, Ore. Southwest- 
ern Section, Fresno, Calif., September 21-23, 
H. L. Gerber, secretary, Room 205, City Hall, 
San Francisco, Calif. Western Section, Book- 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich., October 5-7, 
F. H. Moore, secretary, 320 N. Meridian St., 

Ind. 


ndianapolis, Eastern Sectien, Taft Hotel, 


New Haven, Conn., October 12-14, F. N. M. 
Squires, secretary, 85 John St., New York, 
N. Y. Southern Section, John Marshall Hotel, 


Richmond, Va., October 19-21. C. M. Jones, 
secretary, 307 Trust Company of Georgia Bldg., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

\Iluminating Engineering Society—Annual conven- 
tion, Hotel Jefferson, St. Louis, Mo., Septem- 
ber 21-22. Frank G. Horton, executive secre- 
tary, 51 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Techni- 
cal conference, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., September 22-24. Brent Wiley, managing 
director, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Indiana Electric Association — Business meeting, 
Indiana War Memorial Bldg., Indianapolis, 
Ind., September 24-25. R. E. Blossom, secretary, 
1414 Circle Tower, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
Operating Section, fall conference, Henry 
Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., September 24-25. 
John W. Talley, executive secretary, 303 Haas- 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


International Municipal Signal Association—An- 
nual meeting, Benjamin Franklin Hotel, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., October 4-7. Irvin Schulsinger, 
secretary, 8 East 4Ist St., New York, N. Y. 


Electrochemical Society—Fall meeting, Hotel 
Statler, Detroit, Mich., October 7-10. Colin G. 
Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 3000 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Kansas Association of Municipal Utilities—Annual 
convention, Porter Hotel, Beloit, Kans., October 
12-13. L. C. Angevine, secretary, City Hall, 
McPherson, Kans. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Fall 
meeting, Hotel Sagamore, Rochester, N. Y., 
October 12-14, Ernest Hartford, executive as- 
sistant secretary, 29 West 39th St., New York, 
N.Y. 

American Welding Society—Annua!l meeting, Ho- 
tel Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio, October 12- 
15, Miss M. M. Kelly, secretary, 29 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association — 
Annual meeting, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., October 26-30. W. J. Donald, 
ne director, 155 East 44th St., New York 


National Safety Council—Annual congress, Sher- 
man Hotel, Chicago, IIl., October 27-29. N. H. 
Dearborn, managing director, 20 N. Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, Ill. 
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76.7% of Homes 
Electrically Lighted 


More than 75 percent of all United 
States dwelling units are lighted elec. 
trically, according to data from the 1949 
Census of Housing, just released by 
director J. C. Capt of the Bureau of 
Census, Department of Commerce. Elec. 
tric lighting equipment was provided in 
28,052.596 dwelling units, or 76.7 per. 
cent of the 36,557,913 units for which 
types of lighting equipment was re 
ported. Urban homes ranked highest, 
with 92.5 percent having electric lights 
and rural; non-farm homes with 77.8 
percent. Only 31.3 percent of farm 
homes had electric lighting. Of the three 
regions, the West ranked first in pro- 
portion of homes with electric lighting, 
the percentages being 88.6 percent in 
the West, 85.4 percent in the North and 
54.5 percent in the South, 

Kerosene or gasoline lamps were re- 
ported as the principal type of lighting 
equipment for 7,638,257 dwelling units 
in the United States, or one out of every 
five. About 5.000.000 of these dwelling 
units were rural-farm, 3,000,000 being 
in the rural-farm areas of the South. 

Gas lights were used in fewer than 
500,000 homes, or 1.3 percent of all 
reporting units, and about an equal 
number used candles or some _ other 
means of lighting, the report indicated. 
The most frequent use of gas lighting 
occurred in urban places of the North, 
where it was reported for almost 300.000 
dwelling units, or 2.0 percent of the 
total. 


Arkansas to Supply 
Oil Pipe Line 


Four pumping stations on the petro- 
leum pipe line from near Eldorado, 
Ark., to Helena, Ark., will be supplied 
with about 4,000 kw. of power by the 
Arkansas Power & Light Co., according 
to an announcement by C. S. Lynch, 
executive vice-president of the utility. 
The Eldorado-Helena installations will 
be ready about January 1, 1943, Mr. 
Lynch said, and the lines, substations 
and switching facilities will cost about 
$80,000, it was indicated. 

Negotiations for furnishing 17,000 kw. 
for the 24-in. pipe line that will extend 
from Texas to Illinois, passing through 
Arkansas, are under way, in charge of 
Richard E. Cope, power engineer for 
the utility. The El] Dorado-Helena pipe 
line will be about 150 miles long and 
will deliver 55,000 barrels of petroleum 
daily to the Helena terminal. If the 
utility furnishes both this 10-in. line 
and the 24-in. line with power for the 
pumping stations 21,000 kw. will be 
required, 
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You cannot buy 
better pole line 
hardware than 
Teta tLe 
the L-M trademark 


& it is designed the way U lh 
you want it 

& it is built to last 

®& it is packed for convenience [i 

® it is shipped promptly 

& it is RIGHT in ALL WAYS 
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RECIPE TABLE—Hundreds of 
“sugar-shy” canning and cook- 
ing recipes have been dis- 
pensed from this table in the 
Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp.'s Green Bay office since 
the start of the home canning 
season some weeks ago. A 
home-made affair, the display 
table is decked with red, white 
and blue paper, some with 
stars and some without, an 
eagle and shield cut from wall 
paper, and a couple of lettered 
cards. Only problem: Keeping 
the table loaded with recipes 


PHELPS DODGE HONORED— 
William J. Palmer, works man- 
ager Elizabeth, N. J., plant of 
Phelps Dodge Copper Products 
Corp., receives the new joint 
Army-Navy “E” pennant, for 
excellence in establishing pro- 
duction records on war goods, 
from Rear-Admiral Stanford C. 
Hooper, USN. Award was 
made August 13. 


CILCO’S MINUTE MAN FLAG 
—Central Illinois Light Co. was 
the first Springfield, Ill., com- 
pany to receive the Minute 
Man flag, representing 10 per- 
cent employee war savings 
pledges. At the formal rais- 
ing are, left to right, C. W. 
Organ, Cilco manager; R. T. 
Posderly, representing com- 
pany employees; John H. Reed, 
deputy administrator of Illinois 
war savings stamps; Herman 
R. Hauptfleisch, chairman pay- 
roll savings committee of San- 
gamon County 
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WORLD'S BRIGHTEST LIGHT—Lily Damita, {if 


on what is called the world’s brightest merc 
ton “icosehedron,” a 20-sided chamber, gi 
laboratories in Bloomfield, N. J. Engineers 
for military use, its narrow beam now bei 
ceiling detectors operated at weather station 
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100-MILLION-VOLT X-RAYS—General Electric Co, 


machine which will produce X-rays of 
times greater than an 
responsible for the machine, 
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GRAND COULEE LIGHTS UP—This unusual picture of Grand Coulee dam was taken in the moonlight when all the project 
operations were brilliantly lighted. The bright lights at the east end of the dam testify to round-the-clock work on the 
east power house. Engineers’ model town is in the foreground 
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outs" PORTABLE FLUORESCENT SERVICE LIGHT—Designed to 
e. Above, the two . ine - project light into many vererrene places is this new 
_ Charlton, jeft, oe . é' pentabia Susscasent ecneten light, recently developed by 
pabilities of the ao a os Lumidor SaaS en. Los Angetes. The Remy 

first ordered the light for servicing planes at night and since 
then it has been adopted by many industrial plants. Light 
—— ; source is two 48-in. 40-watt fluorescent lamps with power- 
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Unseasonal Rise 
in Week's Output 


For the second succeeding week of 
the current month a greater than sea- 
sonal rise in the amount of electrical 
energy distributed by the light and 
power industry has been registered. 
Figures for the week ended Aug. 22, 

bi released by Edison Electric Institute, 
| showed 3,673,717,000 kw.-hr., compared 
/ to 3.654.795,000 kw.-hr. for the week 

previous and 3.637.070,000 kw.hr. for 
the week ended Aug. 8. The figure for 
the latest week represents a 13.7 per- 
cent increase over the output for the 
corresponding week in 1941. 

The Pacific Coast again led the 
country’s seven major geographic re- 
gions in percentage of gain in output 
over last year, the latest week being 
97.1 percent ahead of the 1941 week. 
The Southern states were a close second 


a ae. 


fa ouwith a 19.0 percent gain, but they 
=) 


dropped some of the gain registered 
the previous week when it stood at 21.9 
percent. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


July 3,626 July 26 3,220 July 27 2.761 
July 3,565 July 19 3,199 July 20 2.681 
July 1) 3,429 July 12 35178 July 13 2.652 
July 4 3,424 July 5 2.904 July 6 2,425 
June 27 3,457 June 28 3,157 June 29 2.660 
June 20 3,434 June 21 3,091 June 22 21654 


1942 
Aug. 22 3,674 Aug. 23 3,231 Aug. 24 2,714 
Aug. 15 3,655 Aug. 16 3.238 Aug. 17 2.746 
Aug. 8 3,637 Aug. 9% 3,323 Aug. 10 2,743 
Aug. a 3,649 Aug. 2 3,263 Aug. 3 2,762 

5 
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Percent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 





Aug. 22 Aug. 15 Aug. 8 

New England + 6.2 6.2 + 3.9 
Mid-Atlantic ae . £69 +- 9,7 + 7.0 
Central Industrial + 9.4 +- 7.3 +75 
West Central + 8.7 +- 4,3 + 4.8 
Southern States +19.0 +21.9 +23.5 
Rocky Mountain + 8.9 + 8.3 + 7.6 
Pacific Coast $27.1 +25.5 +24.6 
Total United States +-13,7 12.9 +12.5 






Circuit Testing 
Causes L. I. Cut-off 


-Workmen engaged in testing work on 
cireuits in the Glenwood, Long Island, 
plant of the Long Island Lighting Co. 
‘0 establish additional circuits out of 
he plant, caused a short circuit Aug. 
2 which cut off a section of the com- 
munity served at 10.42 a.m. and forced 
seven major and innumerable minor 
War Plants in the area to halt produc- 
lion, Steadily increasing demands for 
additional power caused the company 
© undertake the installation of addi- 
onal circuits. These had been partly 
fompleted when tests were started on 
the work thus far finished. 

Uring the testing a short circuit 
“curred. The consequent interruption 
Ee caded in five minutes by transfer 

“feuits, but the load was too heavy 
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Billions of Kw.-Hr. 


for the emergency connection and it 
failed five minutes later. Engineers 
worked paring down the circuits to cut 
the load to a point where the equipment 
would stand the strain and another con- 
nection was made. This lasted only 
34% minutes. 

Telephone service was not interrupted 
because of the availability of alternate 
supply, but radio stations, homes, war 
plants and other points were without 
service from one to two hours in sec- 
tions of Nassau and Suffolk counties. 


Utility Coal Consumption 


Electric utility power plants con- 
sumed 5,972,800 tons of coal in July, 
the Federal Power Commission reports. 
Coal stocks of electric utility power 
plants as of August 1 were the highest 
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in history, being 60.9 percent over the 
same date last year. 


July Power Output 
Hit New High 


Electric energy produced for public 
use in July broke all records by totaling 
15,762,924,000 kw.-hr., an increase of 
11.9 percent over production in July, 
1941, according to the report issued by 
the Federal Power Commission. 

Average daily production of electric 
energy for public use in July was 541,- 
681,000 kw.-hr., a new all-time high 
and an increase of 1.9 percent from 
average daily production during the 
previous month. Production by water 
power in July amounted to 5,107.551.- 
000 kw.-hr., or 32.4 percent of the total 
output for public use. 
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Engineering Assignments 
Announced by Utility 


G. W. Spaulding, formerly assistant 
chief engineer of the Pennsylvania 
Water & Power Co., Baltimore, Md., has 
been promoted to the position of super- 
intendent of power and Donald Gunn, 
formerly assistant to chief engineer, 
has been made chief engineer. 

Mr. Spaulding became identified 
with the company in 1924 as test engi- 
neer, was later assistant chief of tests, 
assistant to general superintendent in 
charge of power studies and system 
planning, and assistant chief engineer, 
co-ordinating engineering studies and 
construction activities. Mr. Spaulding 
is a graduate of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

Mr. Gunn, who is a graduate of the 





G. W. Spaulding 


Georgia School of Technology. joined 
the engineering staff of Pennsylvania 
Water & Power in 1930 following a 
connection with the Duquesne Light 
Co. For the past three years he has 
been assistant to chief engineer, respon- 
sible for installation of power plant 
equipment and supervision of contract 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 





D. Gunn 


work for the erection and installation 
of machinery. 


> R. H. Fercuson has resigned as presi- 
dent of the Tri-City Utilities Co., form- 
erly the Kentucky-Tennessee Light & 
Power Co., Bowling Green, effective 
October 1. He stated he would return to 
Augusta, Ga., where he resided for 
twelve years before moving to Bowling 
Green two years ago. Before assuming 
the presidency of the Kentucky-Tennes- 
see utility Mr. Ferguson was vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
Georgia Power & Light Co. He suc- 
ceeded H. V. Armstrong in Bowling 
Green. 


> Hersert B. ReyNotps has been pro- 
moted to the position of superintendent 
of motive power of the Interborough 
Rapid Transit division of the New York 
City Transit System. Harry A. Kipper, 
formerly superintendent of motive 
power, is now connected with the Chem- 
ical Construction Corp., New York. Mr. 
Kidder first joined the Interborough 
Rapid Transit Co. in 1906. He served 
as superintendent of motive power from 
1921 until last June. when he retired. 


Van Ness Chief Engineer 
of Safe Harbor Utility 


Announcement has been made by the 
Safe Harbor Water Power Corp., Balti- 
more, Md.. of the promotion of Bartow 
Van Ness, Jr., formerly assistant to 
chief engineer to the position of chiel 
engineer. 

Mr. Van Ness is a graduate in elec. 
trical engineering of Johns Hopkins 
University and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. As assistant to chief en- 
gineer, Mr. Van Ness was in charge o! 
electrical engineering and design. a 
sisting in the general engineering and 
system studies. At the time of the build 
ing of the Safe Harbor developmen 
Mr. Van Ness was the company’s elec: 
trical engineer and responsible for the 
electrical design of the power plant. 





B. Van Ness, Jr. 


the 


J. B. Homsher, an assistant in 
purchasing department, has been nam¢’ 
purchasing agent. Mr. Homsher ¥* 
educated at Franklin and Marshall Cot 
lege and Lehigh University. He jon 
the Safe Harbor organization in 198) 
and has been with it continuously s™ 
that time. 
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Marmon-Herrington Names 


Bert Dingley President 


Recent reorganization of the Mar- 
mon-Herrington Co., Indianapolis man- 
ufacturer of all-wheel-drive trucks, has 
placed Bert Dingley, formerly executive 
vice-president, at the head of the firm 
as president. Former president A. W. 
Herrington continues active as chair- 
man of the board of directors, spending 
much of his time in Washington and 
New York. 

Under the new set-up, the following 
vice-presidents were elected by the 
board of directors: R. C. Wallace, in 
charge of engineering; Seth Klien, in 
charge of production; C. Alfred Camp- 
bell, in charge of public relations; 
George E. Reynolds, in charge of east- 
ern district. 

Succeeding D. I. Glossbrenner, who 
resigned the dual office of secretary- 
treasurer to enter military service. Wil- 
liam B. Nottingham was elected secre- 
tary and H. DeBaun treasurer of the 
company. 


> Percy RepmMonp, formerly personnel 
executive for the General Cable Corp.., 
Pawtucket, R. L., has been appointed 
director of Training Within Industry 
Activities for Rhode Island, with head- 
quarters address at P. O. Box 814, 
Providence, R. I. 


P>Joun F. Davis, formerly assistant 
general counsel of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, has been ap- 
pointed solicitor of the commission, a 
new office created under the reorganiza- 
tion set-up recently announced to re- 
place the office of general counsel. 
Cuester T. Lane, formerly general 


counsel, is now with the Department of 
Justice, 


>Stantey C. SCHUYLER, until recently 
associate editor of House Beautiful 
magazine, has joined the New York 
public relations section of the General 
Electric Co., succeeding William H. 
Dinsmore, now a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Navy. Mr. Schuyler will be general 
assistant to K. G. Patrick, in charge 
of the office. 


>. P. LoncapaucH has been ap- 
pointed to co-ordinate and direct manu- 
facturing engineering activities in the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co, 8 subcontracting program. R. A. Me- 
Carty, vice-president in charge of West- 
inghouse subcontracting, announced 
that Mr. Longabaugh had been named 
‘ection manufacturing engineer on the 
headquarters subcontracting staff. Pre- 
a Positions at Westinghouse which 
Ne ped fit Mr. Longabaugh for his new 
sition included those of time study 


supervisor, supervisor of equipment and 
methods at the Westinghouse gearing 
division, layout engineer in the switch- 
gear division and manufacturing engi- 
neer on the headquarters manufactur- 
ing staff. 


Fibre Conduit Appoints 
Connell Vice-President 


Appointment of James R. Connell as 
vice-president in charge of sales of the 
Fibre Conduit Co., Orangeburg. N. Y.. 
has just been announced. Mr. Connell 
has been a member of the board of 
directors of the company since 1939, 





and will continue to serve in this posi- 
tion. He resigned as a partner in charge 
of the New York office of Kebbon 
McCormick & Co., to join the Fibre Con- 
duit Co., with offices in New York City. 

Leaving Omaha in 1929 to become 
manager of the New York office of the 
Continental Illinois National Bank & 
Trust Co. of Chicago, Mr. Connell has 
been active in the investment banking 
field, and last year was a governor of 


the Bond Club of New York. 


> Ray K. LinpsLey, assistant secretary, 
who recently retired from the Connecti- 
cut Light & Power Co., Hartford. after 
43 years’ service, was guest of honor 
at a dinner at the Farmington Country 
Club on August 5, attended by about 
100 friends and associates. He was pre- 
sented with a gift of U.S. War Bonds 
on that occasion by Thomas Blaikie, 
assistant treasurer, on behalf of fellow 
employees. 


> Wittarp E. Herrinc, who has been 
in charge of the Rural Electrification 
Administration operations in the TVA 
area, has been selected by Administra- 
tor Harry Slattery as the new chief of 
REA’s co-operatives’ operations divi- 
sion. The position was left vacant when 
Clarence A. Winder, formerly chief of 
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the division, joined WPB. Mr. Herring 
will continue to have charge of sys- 
tems in the TVA area in addition to his 
new duties. 


OBITUARY 


> Jisrice Orto Bock of the Colorado 
Supreme Court and a former chairman 
of the Public Utilities Commission of 
Colorado, died in Denver on August 15, 
of a heart attack. He was 61 years of 
age. From 1924 to 1931 he was a mem- 
ber of the state Public Utilities Com- 
mission, serving as its chairman during 
four of those years. Judge Bock was 
born in Milwaukee and was graduated 
from the John Marshall Law School in 
Chicago in 1908. Admitted to the Colo- 
rado bar the next year, he began prac- 
tice in Denver, where he lived there- 
after. 


> THomas H. Carritre, 48, for the past 
ten years city electrician of Lynn, Mass., 
died there on August 17. He was form- 
erly an electrical contractor in that city. 


> Atsert W. Situ, acting president 
of Cornell University, 1920-21, and 
former dean of Sibley College of Engi- 
neering at Cornell, died in Ithaca, N. Y., 
on August 16, after a brief illness. He 
was 86 years old. Professor Smith was 
graduated from Cornell in 1878. From 
1877 to 1897 he was an assistant pro- 
fessor of mechanical engineering at Sib- 
ley College and for the next several 
years was professor of machine design 
at the University of Wisconsin before 
going to Leland Stanford University in 
1902 as a professor of mechanical engi- 
neering. In 1904 he returned to Cornell 
as director of Sibley College and in 
1915 became dean of the college. He 
was made acting president of Cornell 
in 1920 and retired the following year. 


> Roy A. WeaGANT, electrical engineer 
and inventor, died on August 22 in 
Sherbrooke, Quebec, in his sixty-sec- 
ond year. Mr. Weagant was a consult- 
ant engineer and patent expert for the 
Radio Corporation of America. He was 
formerly chief engineer of the Marconi 
Wireless Telegrap!: Co. and vice-presi- 
dent and chief engineer of the De 
Forest Radio Co. Mr. Weagant was edu- 
cated at McGill University, Montreal, 
and first became interested in wireless 
as a student of Sir Ernest Brotherford. 
After a short association with the Mont- 
real Light, Heat & Power Co., Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
the De Laval Steam Turbine Co. and 
other electrical companies, he became 
associated with the Marconi and De 
Forest companies in the development 
of wireless telegraphy. One of his out- 
standing contributions to the develop- 
ment of radio was the perfection of an 
invention which helped solve the static 
problem in wireless telegraphy. 
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C.LT. Acquires 
Holtzer-Cabot Co. 


Announcement has been made that 
the Holtzer-Cabot Electric Co. of Bos- 
ton has been acquired by Commercial 
Investment ‘l’rust Corp. through E, H. 
Rollins & Sons, Inc. Holtzer-Cabot had 
formerly been a subsidiary of the Game- 
well Company. The president, other offi- 
cers and personnel will not be changed, 
it was announced. The company at pres- 
ent is engaged largely in production of 
electrical apparatus for war purposes. 

In commenting on the purchase, 
Arthur O. Dietz, president of Commer- 
cial Investment Trust, stated: “We 
are gratified to add to our group of sub- 
sidiaries Holtzer-Cabot, with its fine 
traditions and high reputation for out- 
standing technical performances. Our 
purchase of Holtzer-Cabot is for per- 
manent investment and is not to be fol- 
lowed by any offering of Holtzer-Cabot 
stock for public distribution.” 

A. R. Welton, president of Holtzer- 
Cabot, said: “We are looking forward 
to the co-operation and helpful direc- 
tion that can be given this company by 
the new owners. Our staff and all of our 
workers will co-operate wholeheartedly 
under the new ownership.” 


Fluorescent Prices Cut 
by G.E., Westinghouse 


Another substantial reduction in the 
list prices of G.E. Mazda fluorescent 
lamps and costs of wartime lighting, 
effective September 1. has been an- 
nounced at Nela Park by General Elec- 
tric’s lamp department. This price re- 
duction, ranging from 12 to 17 percent 
on individual G.E. Mazda fluorescent 
lamps affected, marks the seventh major 
reduction in four years. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co. announced reduction of from 
14 percent to 17 percent in the Mazda 
fluorescent lamps. This latest price re- 
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duction marks the seventh since this 
type of lighting was first introduced in 
1938, D. S. Youngholm, Westinghouse 
vice-president, said in making the an- 
nouncement. 

e 


Navy Returns Seized 
Plant to General Cable 


The Navy returned operation of the 
General Cable Corp. plant in Bayonne, 
N. J., to private management on August 
20, six days after the government took 
possession under an order by President 
Roosevelt following a four-day strike by 
750 employees. 

Rear Admiral Harold G. Bowen re- 
linquished charge of the plant to 
D. R. G. Palmer, president of the cor- 
poration. Admiral Bowen recommended 
to President Roosevelt that the plant’s 
operation be returned to management, 
based on a unanimous vote by employees 
that no further production interruptions 
would be permitted during the war. 





ANUFACTURING-MARKETS 


Builds Generators 
for Rubber Output 


Construction has been started on 
three large steam turbine generators to 
supply power for production of syn- 
thetic rubber in Pennsylvania and 
Indiana chemical plants, Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. has re- 
ported. 

One of the generators, capable of 
supplying 35,000 kw. of electricity, will 
be installed in a western Pennsylvania 
plant producing butadiene and styrene 
from coal products. The two others, each 
rated at 40,000 kw., will be delivered to 
the Indiana plant, which will use 
petroleum as the source of raw mate- 
rials. 

The company said the abundance of 
high-pressure steam required for pro- 
duction of butadiene and styrene, prin- 
cipal constituents of bunas rubber, will 
enable the plants to generate their own 
electric power as a by-product. 





ARMY-NAVY “E” FOR I-T-E—Mrs. George H. Earle, president of the Navy pe 
Service, chats with Rear Admiral Clark H. Woodward, U.S.N., retired, and w. ™. 
Scott, Jr., president of the I-T-E Circuit Breaker Co., Philadelphia, at the luncheon 


which followed the presention of the joint Army-Navy “E” award for excellence 2 
production to the 54-year-old switchgear firm. Presentation of the a we a 
by Admiral Woodward before 2,500 assembled workers, officials and guests August 
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Electrical Orders 





























Drop During June 


New orders placed in June continued 
in the record amounts prevailing in re- 
cent months. However, the index of 
value of new orders received in June 
by manufacturers of electrical machin- 





1939 1940 rd 


nr 


ELECTRICAL MACHINERY INDICES of 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


ery, compiled by the Department of 
Commerce, dropped from the all-time 
high of 648 (revised) recorded for May 
to 533. In June, 1941, the index stood 
at 316. 

Electrical machinery shipments in- 
lex also turned downward, dropping 


0 253 from 270 (revised) in May; 
June, 1941214, 
Inventories continued in June the 


tise which has prevailed from the be- 
sinning of 1942. Following the general 
trend, electrical machinery inventories 
wave shown a consistent advance, the 
Department of Commerce index reach- 
ng 277 in June, compared with 270 
in May and 190.6 in June, 1941. 


Change of Name Voted 
by Hygrade Sylvania 


Sylvania Electric Products, Inc., has 
‘een selected by stockholders as the new 
tame of the Hygrade Sylvania Corp. 
he change in name was voted by 


‘ockholders at a special meeting held 
recently, 


Rn > Poor, executive vice-presi- 
<a ved the move as a necessary 

‘he program of development and 
“*patsion that has been under way 
‘ince the merger of Hygrade Lamp Co., 


Sylvania Products Co. and Nilco Lamp 
orks in 193), 





Field Reports on Business 


Government requirements for wide range of electrical equipment keep market 
at high level. Work on war plants now under construction is resulting in 


placing of large orders. 


Housing projects grow ever larger. 


Curtailment of 


public purchasing, chiefly in larger cities, reported, 


NEW ENGLAND 


Government inquiries for a wide range 
of electrical equipment continue to sus- 
tain the activity of the market at a high 
level. State institutions in Massachusetts 
will be changed over to coal burning as 
far as practicable, saving, according to 
engineering estimates, about 10,000,000 
gallons of fuel oil for the coming year; 
this change should stimulate sales of 
motor-driven stokers and electrical control 
apparatus. Other states in this area are 
contemplating similar changes. 

Copper wire, multi-comductor cable and 
insulated lead-covered wire are in demand 
and among recent government schedules of 
interest to manufacturers here were sched- 
ules of 9,000 ft. of insulated wire, 3.000 ft. 
of lighting and power cable, more than 
7,000 ft. of 4-conductor wire and several 
small lots of magnet wire. A second “drive- 
in” branch of the Shawmut National Bank, 
Boston, opened recently, equipped with an 
air-conditioned system throughout, fluores- 
cent lighting units, “ADT” phonette alarm 
system and “electric eye” doors. 

One manufacturer in this district has 
submitted bids for 4,000 small switches for 
a government department; other bids of- 
fered included 150 ship type electric heat- 
ers, magneto equipment, portable electric 
radiators and radio supplies. Radio tubes, 
antenna wire and indicator rods are in 
urgent demand. Appliance manufacturers 
are being pressed for electric cooking 
equipment for both ship and cantonment 
use. 

Work is progressing in one of the largest 
{rmy troop depots in the East. Supplies 
for wiring, floodlighting and lighting for 
troop and officer quarters are beginning 
to move in a sizable quantity. Construction 
in utility and administgation building for 
\rmy posts in this area is pushing ahead 
and involves electrical expenditures rang- 


ing from about $35,000 to $60,000. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Kaiser's steel mill in San Bernardino 
County, Calif., has purchased two straight 
carloads of 4-in. rigid iron conduit and 
other sizes in proportion. Wholesalers re- 
port practically all orders for inside and 
outside construction material from all 
sources to be on maximum quantity basis, 
especially since standardization has re- 
tired nearly all “occasional” items for the 
duration, and several manufacturers are 
billing all their orders on a _ package 
basis. 

The Army’s Pacific Coast dimout order, 
effective August 20, affected 102,000 square 
miles, extending 100 miles inland in some 
areas, in which neon signs and _ street 
lights must be turned out or down. Coast 
lighting men are carrying on considerable 
educational work with governmental de- 
partments, firms and homes involved. 

Recent orders include 35 miles steel 
strand, CAA steel towers, equipment, and 
buildings for radio installations at Tonopah 
and Fallon, Nev., and Trona and Alturas. 
Calif., all east of Sierra region; $37,500 
of G.E. apparatus for bridge cranes, a 
1,000-kw. unit, two 5,000-kw. transformers, 
and cable totalling $32,500 for drydo¢k, a 
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25-ton and a 45-ton Diesel electric switch- 
ing locomotive for East Bay shipyards, and 
$25,000 switchgear for a central California 
cement plant. 


NEW YORK 


Department store sales for the week 
ended August 15 remained unchanged 
compared to the corresponding week a year 
ago, Federal Reserve Board reports showed, 
with four weeks figures at 2 percent under 
1941’s similar month. At the same time the 
board reported that inventories for the 
district for the month of July, were 82 
percent over those for the same period a 
year ago. Inventories have been building 
up to more than normal proportions in 
the face of threats of inventory control and 
a recession from the present peaks are 
looked for. 

Engineering construction volume for the 
week ending August 20 totaled $230,706,- 
000, almost triple the total reported for 
the corresponding 1941 week and 15 per- 
cent higher than the previous week re- 
corded, according to the Engineering News- 
Record. Public work climbed 261 percent 
above the week last year; private construc- 
tion, on the other hand, declined 64 per- 
cent from the 1941 week. The current 
week’s volume brings the 1942 construc- 
tion total to $6,702,099,000, an increase of 
59 percent over the total for the 34-week 
period last year. 


CHICAGO 


War Production Board order suspending 
work on public and private power projects 
affected four plants in Chicago and sub- 
urban territory. These included the in- 
stallation of a 150,000-kw. unit at Com- 
monwealth Edison Co.’s Fisk Station and a 
50,000-kw. unit at the Dixon, IIl., station 
operated by the Illinois Northern Utilities, 
an Edison subsidiary. Both of these proj- 
ects were planned as part of the Edison 
company’s $120,000,000 expansion program 
to add 350,000 kw. to its present generating 
capacity of 2,145,000 and eventually fill 
demands calculated as “full war load” in 
this section. 

Other projects affected were the Pro- 
duce Terminal power plant addition and 
the installation of an auxiliary turbine 
generator at the Hinsdale, IIl., municipal 
plant. Commonwealth Edison Co.’s officials 
stated that cancellation of these projects 
is not expected to hasten curtailment in 
the civilian use of power in this area. 

Construction of the $100,000,000 Rubber 
Synthetics, Inc., plant, already under way 
in Indiana, was also halted last week. 
Nearly $5,000,000 had already been spent 
on this huge project, which would have 
involved an enormous amount of electrical 
equipment. Work is going ahead rapidly 
on four other large war plants. 

During the past two weeks 63 war or- 
ders were placed with 60 firms in this 
area, including 22 companies not having 
previously received contracts. New fac- 
tories and additions to existing plants 
made in this area during July represented 
a total investment of $49,479,000, as com- 

ared with $12.356.000 in the same month 
fost year. 
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Utility Stocks and Bonds Advance 
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Prices of electric light and power securities during the past week moved upward. 
“Electrical World’ stock index advanced to 18.0 from 17.8 the preceding week: last 
year, 23.4. Bond index, 103.2, last week, 103.1: last year 105.8 





Associated Assets 
Sharing Allowed 


The SEC has granted the applica- 
tions of Denis J. Driscoll and Willard 
L. Thorp, trustees for Associated Gas & 
Electric Corp. and a number of its sub- 
sidiaries, for exemption from the Hold- 
ing Company Act in the matter of the 
distribution of the assets acquired from 
Howard C. Hopson. former Associated 
president, and his family and associ- 
ates, which have been held in trust. 
Market or estimated value of the assets 
as of June 3. 1942. was $2,073,710 of 
which $523.413 was cash. The plan of 
distribution was announced some time 
ago and approved by the United States 
district court in New York. 

The trustees of the Hopson assets 
propose to turn over to the trustees of 
Associated, to be held and used by As- 
sociated for the sole use and benefit of 
the Associated Gas & Electric Corp., all 
assets other than those specifically al- 
lotted to the 90 system companies. The 
plan provides that as a set-off against 
the distributee companies the trustees 
of the Hopson assets shall cancel and 
discharge all accounts payable by any 
distributee company owing to the Hop- 
son fund. 

Included in the plan was a provision 
that any taxes owing to the city of New 
York shall be borne pro rata by all dis- 
tributee companies—the claim being 
$127,405. 


Service Companies Action Ended 
Pp 


In a separate order involving Associ- 
ated, the SEC dismissed its proceedings 
against trustees of the company and 
Gilbert Associates, Inc., a service com- 
pany, which has agreed to sever finan- 
cial ties with the holding company. 
Gilbert Associates is a new company 
formed by officials of the Atlantic Util- 
ity Service Corp., an Associated subsid- 
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iary. Liquidation of Atlantic Utility 
Service is contemplated under the in- 
tegration program of Associated and 
Gilbert Associates was formed to make 
available a service staff familiar with 
\ssociated operations. 

Gilbert Associates was organized in 
May, 1942, with an authorized capital- 
ization of 2,500 shares of common stock, 
par value $20. Department heads of 
Atlantic Utility Service will become the 
officers of Gilbert Associates having 
subscribed to 60 percent of the stock 
issued. The company plans to compete 
in the general market for non-Associ- 
ated business which includes general 
engineering, general purchasing, rate 
and research consultation, labor rela- 
tions, etc. 


North American to 
Redeem Bonds 


North American Co., as in the past 
five quarters, has declared a dividend 
on its common stock, in the form of one 
share of Detroit Edison Co. common 
stock on each 50 shares of North Amer- 
ican common, payable October 1 to 
stockholders of record September 5. 
The disbursement is subject to the 
approval of the SEC. 

At the same directors’ meeting, it 
was voted to redeem $2.000,000 more of 
the 3%4 percent debentures of North 
\merican, due 1954, at 10214 percent 
plus accrued interest. After the re- 
demption, $27.675,000 of North Ameri- 
can’s debenture indebtedness would be 
retired since April 15, 1941, reducing 
the amount outstanding to $42,325,000 
from $70,000,000. 

North American’s holdings of De- 
troit Edison stock now amount to 457,- 
298 shares, or 7.19 percent of the total 
of 6.361.300 shares now outstanding. 
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After payment of the October 1 diyj. 
dend, North American will have re. 
duced its holdings in Detroit Fdison to 
approximately 302.000 shares. or 475 
percent of the total outstanding, a¢. 
cording to Edward L. Shea, president 
of the holding company. 


FINANCIAL BRIEFS 





SOUTHWESTERN Pustic Service (Co. 
will sell some $34,000,000 of securities 
in the near future to Dillon, Read § 
Co., and associates, it was learned re. 
cently, after holders of more than % 
percent of Community Light & Power 
Co. stock approved merging it and the 
General Public Utilities, Inc., into the 
Southwestern company. The SEC ap 
proved the merger on Aug. 8. 


Tue SEC HAS APPROVED an applica 
tion by New Orleans Public Service, 
Inc.. a subsidiary of Electric Power & 
Light Corp.. for the acquisition, for re- 
tirement purposes, of such amounts a 
may be purchasable of the outstanding 
issue of $1.624,500 face amount non 
callable New Orleans City and Lake 
Railroad Co. consolidated first mort 
gage 50 year. 5 percent gold bonds, due 
January 1, 1943, assumed by New Or 
leans Public Service. 


Tue SEC was postponep, from 
August 18 to September 2, hearing 
the application of Public Service Co. 
of Oklahoma against Southwestem 
Light & Power Co. and Peoples Ice (. 
covering an agreement to extend the 
maturity of certain notes to Decembe! 


31, 1943. 


American & Foreicn Power (0 
has paid $4,650,000 of three percett 
serial notes held by banks and the Elec 
tric Bond & Share Co., C. E. Calder 
president, announced recently. Thi 
liquidated the payment due September 
16. 1943, and one-half the installmet! 
due September 16, 1944, leaving a tl# 
of $7,750,000 of other installments to” 
paid. 


mmm” 
Utility Reports 





Net Income | 
1942 14 
*Cincinnati Gas & Elec.....$ 2,331,716 $e 
+Central Maine Power..... 1,886,314 30a 
*Dayton Power & Light..... 1,846,295 1171438 
tDetroit Edison and subs... 9,590,631 ‘snl 
*El Paso Elec. (Tex.)....... 556,004 
* ; " 
— oe Soy 
*Gulf States Utilities...... 1,556,604 oy 
*Mississippi River Pwr...... 1,604, 14! 158 
*Oklahoma Gas & Elec..... 2,429,587 23088 
*Pacific Gas & ena 21,256,680 en 
*Puget Sound Pwr, . 4 
GOP WS ence cssvccese QTM 1g 
*Virginia Elec. & Pwr....... 3,472,099 4 
"Virginia Pub. Serv. and 13312 
GM bai Reece 816,618 
*Twelve months ended June 30 
+tTwelve months ended July 31. 
194! 
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Electrical Industry 
Honors Van Bergen 


All branches of the electrical indus- 
try, city and state officials and business 
leaders in the iron range section of 
Minnesota met to honor C. E. Van 
Bergen of the Minnesota Power & Light 
Co., Duluth. on the occasion of his hav- 
ing completed 75 years of service in 
the electrical industry. 

At the diamond jubilee luncheon on 
August 18. at the Kitchi Gammi Club, 
M. L. Hibbard. president of Minne- 
sta Power & Light, who presided, in- 
troduced Mr. Van Bergen with a tribute 
to his 75 years of service. 

H. H. Chapman, vice-chairman of 
North Central Electrical Industries, pre- 
sented to Mr. Van Bergen an engraved 
scroll on behalf of all branches of the 
electrical industry. and William A. Ritt, 
secretary-manager of the Minnesota 
Electrical Council. tendered the Golden 
Jubilee Award of the electrical contrac- 
tors’ association. 

In 1865 “Van” learned to tap out 
the Morse code on instruments which 
his uncle had used as a telegrapher in 
the Army of the Potomac, and in 1867 
he went to work for the Northwestern 
Telegraph Co. at Winona, Minn. He 
served as manager for the company at 
diferent locations in the north central 

area and in 1885 was placed in charge 
ot the Duluth office. In 1887 he organ- 

wed the Duluth Electric Co. The opera- 
tn was successful; additional equip- 
ment was added. and in five years the 

NeW company took over the original 

Duluth Light & Power Co. Through 

‘uecessive changes in corporate set-up, 

Mr. Van Bergen continued as vice- 

president and general manager. In 

1923, when the Duluth operation be- 

‘ame part of the Minnesota Power & 

ight Co., he became consulting assist- 

ant to President W. S. Robertson, and 

"a continued actively in that capacity 

inder suc: eeding presidents. 
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Wisconsin—Wisconsin Electric Power 
Co., Milwaukee, will begin work soon on 
superstructure for addition to indoor-type 
power substation on West Locust Street, 
about 20x46 ft. Additional equipment will 
be installed for increased capacity. 


District oF Cotumpia—Civil Aeronautics 
\dministration, Washington, receives bids 
until September 7 for 60, 90 or 120 gaso- 
line engine-generator sets, single phase, 
8-kva. rating (Proposal 1622). 


Texas—War 
D. C., has authorized installation of an 
electrical distribution system for railway 
service at a development in Texas. Proposed 
to award contract at early date. U.S. Dis- 
trict Engineer Office, San Antonio, will 
supervise project (Specifications 42-312). 


Department, Washington, 


Kentucky—Ashland Oil & Refining Co., 
Ashland, plans new oil refining plant in 


Kentucky for production of high-octane 
gasoline for aviation service, comprising 


several large processing units, with com- 
plete electrical equipment and _ facilities. 
Cost reported over $1,200,000. Production 
will be for government, which will finance 
through Defense Plant Corporation, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Work is scheduled to begin 
soon, 


Orecon—U.S. District Engineer Office. 
Pittock Block. Portland, plans installation 
of an electrical distribution system at army 
air base in southern Oregon and will award 
contract soon. 


MaryLtanp—-Baltimore Transit Co., Equi- 
table Budding. Baltimore, has plans under 
way for new indoor-type power substation 
for feeder service on Falls Road. Also will 
make extensions in primary lines in that 
district. Addison F. Worthington, 14 East 
Hamilton Street. is architect for station. 


\IrcHigAN—War Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C., will build new air base in 
vicinity of Sault Ste. Marie. Complete elec- 
trical equipment and apparatus will be 
installed for airfield, industrial and resi- 
dential service, with power substation fa- 
cilities. Entire project will cost about $2,- 
00,000. Proposed to begin work at once. 


OKLAHOMA—Public Service Co. of Okla- 
homa, Tulsa, plans extensions in transmis- 
sion lines in vicinity of McAlester, totaling 
about 10 miles. including transformer sta- 
tion facilities and service connections. 


CatirorntA—Board of County Supervis- 
ors, San Luis Obispo, plans installation of 
lighting system in connection with expan- 
sion and improvements in county airport, 
including basic lighting facilities, runway 
lights, contact lighting units, controls, etc. 
Fund of $452,000 has been secured through 
federal aid for entire project. 


IxnptaNA—RCA Manufacturing Co., Inc., 
501 North LaSalle Street, Indianapolis, 
manufacturer of radio equipment, parts, 
etc., plans one-story addition, about 215x 
500 ft., with complete electrical equipment 
and facilities. Cost close to $500,000. H. K. 
Ferguson Co., Hanna Building, Cleveland, 
Ohio, is engineer for design and will super- 
vise erection. Work will begin soon. 


ARKANSAS—War Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C., has authorized plans for expan- 
sion in army camp in Arkansas, including 
large group of one-story buildings, with 
shop and industrial structures. Complete 
electrical equipment and distribution facil- 
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ities will be installed, with power substa- 
tion unit. Entire project will cost over 
$5,000,000 and will be supervised by L.5. 
District Engineer Office, Little Rock. 


Orecon—Electric Steel Rolling Mills, 
Inc., 3330 N.W. Yeon Street, Portland, has 
plans maturing for mill in vicinity of city, 
consisting of a main one-story production 
building and several smaller structures, 
with complete electrical equipment and fa- 
cilities. A power substation will be built. 
Entire project will cost about $1,000,000. 


Kentucky —- Mayo State Vocational 
School, Paintsville, plans one-story voca- 
tional school, 130x150 ft., with complete 
electrical equipment and facilities, includ- 
ing fully equipped electrical shop for in- 
struction in industrial electrical work. Fi- 
nancing is, being secured through federal 
aid. Work is scheduled to begin soon. 


InpIANA—-War Department, Washington, 
D. C., has authorized new air force project 
in vicinity of Columbus, including group of 
one-story buildings, with complete elec- 
trical equipment for industrial, airfield and 
residential service. Power substation facili- 
ties will be installed. Entire development 
will cost about $2,000,000 and will be super- 


vised by U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Louisville, Ky. 
Iowa—-Grundy County Rural Electric 


Cooperative, Grundy Center, plans exten- 
sions in transmission line to vicinity of 
Reinbeck and installation of power substa- 
tion at that point, for connection with lines 
of Iowa Electric Light & Power Co., which 
will furnish power supply for cooperative 
organization. Application has been made 
for permission. 


Kentucky—Joseph E, Seagram & Sons 
Co., Inc., Louisville, distiller, plans new 
plant in Kentucky for production of buta- 
diene, a basic ingredient of synthetic rub- 
ber. comprising large group of one and 
multi-story processing and_ production 
buildings, with complete electrical equip- 
ment and facilities. A power substation 
will be built. Plant will operate under new 
process, utilizing grain as raw material, 
and is estimated to cost over $4,000,000. 
Output will be used by Government, which 
will finance through Defense Plant Cor- 
poration, Washington, D. C. Smith, Hinch- 
man & Grylls, Inc., Marquette Building. 
Detroit. Mich., is architect and engineer. 
Executive offices of Seagram company are 
at Lawrenceburg, Ind. 


Kansas—Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington. D. C., has 
authorized new air base in Kansas, with 
hangars, shops, warehouses and other in- 
dustrial buildings in addition to large 
group of miscellaneous structures. Complete 
electrical equipment and facilities will be 
installed for airfield, industrial and _ resi- 
dential service. A power substation is 
planned, with electrical distribution system. 
Entire project will cost over $5,000.000. 
Black & Veatch, 4706 Broadway, Kansas 
City. Mo., are architects and engineers. 


Grorcia—U. S. District Engineer Office, 
Savannah, plans new airport in Georgia, 
designated as Airport No. 2. including 
complete lighting installation, with trans- 
former station, control system and other 
electrical facilities. Entire project will cost 
about $1,000,000. Bids are scheduled to be 
asked soon. 
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Portable Floodlight 


Portable floodlight for use in combustible 
areas or during blackouts consists of a 
small steel box with dust- and vapor-proof 


say 


, 
DP 
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Portable battery-operated floodlight for 
emergency use; General Electric Co., Sche- 
nectady, New York. 


lamp housing mounted on a bracket for 
adjusting direction of beam. Discharged 
batteries may be replaced quickly through 
a polarized connector permanently wired to 
the battery terminals. Burning time is ap- 
proximately 10 hours. 


Flexible Coupling 


Fast's ‘'Flexaline,"' improved coupling. Pre- 
cision Development Co., Salisbury, Md. 


This is an improved form of Fast’s self- 
aligning, flexible shaft coupling stated to 
be smaller, lighter, more efficient and 
stronger. Available in double engagement 
and extension types for shaft diameters 
from 17% to 16 in. 


Non-metallic Fluorescent 


New fluorescent industrial unit has 
non-metallic housing and reflector. Knock- 
outs are provided at convenient intervals 
for easy wiring. 
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Balancing Machines 


tric Balancers.'' Gisholt Machine Co., 


Dy 
2 ast Washington Avenue, Madison, Wis. 


New dynetric balancing machines cor- 
rect static and dynamic unbalance to re- 
duce wear and prolong life in parts of 
any size, it is said. “Floor type” machine 
is built to balance parts up to 100,000 
lb. in weight, 240 in. in length, with 
200-in. swing, and “Type S” machine has 
been designed to balance parts weighing 
as little as 1 oz. 


Feeder Duct 


This duct was designed to serve as 
feeders between transformer banks and dis- 
tribution boards or to branch circuit points. 
It is said also to be ideal for welder cir- 
cuits. Iron losses and hum are eliminated 





"'Saflex'' low-reactance feeder duct, capaci- 
ties 500 to 6000 amp., 600 volts, single and 
polyphase. Square D Co., 6060 Rivard St., 
Detroit, Mich. 


because the conductors are principally in- 
closed in special non-critical, non-metallic 
materials. 


Lighting Fixtures 


RLM lighting fixtures; listed for two and three 

40-watt lamps and two 100-watt lamps. Day 

Brite Lighting, Inc., 541! Bulwer Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. 


New line for industrial applications in- 
cludes single units with open end remov- 
able porcelain enamel reflectors and the 
company’s Day-Line series of continuous 
fixtures. A basic channel design is incorpo- 
rated in all fixtures. The 100-watt reflectors 
are available with or without diffuser slots. 
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Watt-Hour Meter 


EQUIPMENT?— 


Two-element type C8 switchboard watt-hour 
meter for semi-flush a Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing +, East Pitts. 
burgh, Pa. 


New switchboard watt-hour meters, ayail- 
able with rear connection stud terminals 
for use with instrument transformers on 
self-contained up to 50 amp., may be se. 
cured for projection or semi-flush mount- 
ing. The meters up to 15 amp. for semi- 
flush mounting, except for the CB-32 and 
CB-38, can be changed to plug-in type with 
automatic circuit closing device by replac- 
ing the stud terminals with blade terminals, 
The reported objective is to eliminate sery. 
ice interruptions during inspection and 
maintenance. 


Industrial Receptacles 


No. 2127P, 3-wire polarized receptacle and 
No. 2!275 for parallel or tandem blade plugs, 
both rated 10 amp., 250 volts, 15 amp., 125 
volts for installation in No. 2100 ‘‘Plug- 
mold.'' The Wiremold Co., Hartford, Conn. 


With the use of these new receptacles, 
the Plugmold plug-in-anywhere convenience 
wiring system is said to be greatly increased 
in general utility for industrial installation 
to provide electrical service along work 
benches, work tables, inspection and as- 
sembly benches, etc., where the use of 
portable electric appliances and tools is 
necessary. 


Breakdown Tester 


"Voltage Breakdown Tester." Type Pt, 
0-4000 v.d.c.'' and ''Type P-3, 0-10,000 v.d.c. 
Industrial Instruments, Inc., 56 Culver Ave., 
Jersey City, N. J. 


Tester consists of a step-up transformer 
controlled by a variac; a relay indicating 
by means of a panel light when there is 
a breakdown; a meter providing direct 
reading voltages, and a rectifier and filter 
circuit providing the high-voltage d.c. A 
ground clip goes on nearest grounded cir 
cuit or water pipe. A warning light flashes 
to indicate breakdown. 


Hydraulic Pump 


This pump is said to embody the latest 
principles of design and construction. A 
moving parts are pressure lubricated and 
roller bearings are used throughout. Maxi- 
mum capacity is 400 hp. Herringbone gears, 
running in a continuous bath of oil, are 
used for driving. The compact arrangement 
of the pump is a space saver, and it Is 
adaptable for accumulator systems. The 
pump may be equipped with built-in bypass 
valves or safety valves, as desired. 








McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
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addresses. New six-plunger, fully inclosec - pote 

Fluorescent unit. Lighting Products, Inc., !221 hydraulic pump. Charles F. Elmes nol mf 
Deerfield Road, Highland Park, III. ing Works, 230 N. Morgan St 399, 
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